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ANNUAL REPORT 
Adopted at the Annual Meeting of the Historical 
Society of Queensland on Thursday, September 25th, 
1947. 
Annual Report 
Patron. His Excellency the Governor of Queens-
land, Sir John Dudley Lavarack, K.B.E., C.B., C.M.G., 
D.S.O., at the invitation of the Council, graciously con-
sented to be Patron of the Society. 
Council. Meetings were regularly held and were 
well attended. The resignation of Miss C. E. Isbell as a 
Council member was accepted and the vacancy filled by 
the appointment of Mr. N. S. Pixley. Miss G. Luttrell 
resigned from the office of Treasurer and Mr. J. W. Col-
linson was appointed in her stead. Mr. Scott Mullin, 
Chartered Accountant, kindly agreed to act as Auditor. 
General Meetings. Nine meetings were held since 
the last previous annual meeting; papers of historical 
merit were read at these meetings; the average attend-
ance at the monthly meetings was only fair. 
Membership. The membership on August 31st, 
1947, was Ordinary Members 143, Life Members 2, 
Honorary Life Members 3, total 148. Eighteen new 
members joined, 4 renewed membership, 4 resigned, 2 
deceased, and 22 are in arrears in contributions. Mrs. 
Winifred Coombe Tennant was added to the list of 
Honorary Life Members. 
Historical Museum. The total recorded attendance 
to the Historical Museum was 2,175. A number of 
gifts has been added to the collection of historical relics 
and library. 
Library. His Excellency Sir John Lavarack, Patron 
of the Society, opened the Welsby Historical Library 
•on March 15th, 1947; the library is available to 
students of history for reading and study. 
Journal. An editorial committee has been elected 
to publish No. 6, the final number of Vol. Ill of the 
Society's Journal. 
Bulletin. Nos. 46-54 of the Bulletin were issued. 
The Hon. Secretary has received complimentary re-
marks concerning the bulletin from lecturers and mem-
bers and constructive criticism from members. 
Centenary. Newstead House in Newstead Park, 
Brisbane, headquarters of The Historical Society of 
Queensland, is one hundred years old, having been oc-
cupied for the first time by Captain John Clements 
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Wickham, R.N., first Police Magistrate of the Moreton 
Bay Settlement at the end of December 1846. The cen-
tenary was observed on March 15th, 1947, in the pres-
ence of His Excellency Sir John Lavarack and Lady 
Lavarack. The vice-regal party was piped to the build-
ing by the Caledonian Band, and received by the Presi-
dent of the Society (Professor H. Alcock, M.A.) and, 
Mrs. Alcock. After His Excellency had inspected the 
Guard of Honour provided by the Boy Scouts' Associa-
tion, the Council Members of the Society and repre-
sentatives of the Board of Trustees were presented to 
him and Lady Lavarack. A party of ladies convened 
by Miss A. M. Hinton entertained the guests at after-
noon tea in the main room of Newstead House. 
Pearce-Serocold Memorial. The Historical Society, 
on behalf of Mrs. Winifred Coombe Tennant, J.P., Lon-
don, arranged for the erection of a granite monolith at 
Rolleston to the memory of her father, the late Lieu-
tenant George Pearce-Serocold, R.N., one of the very 
early pioneer pastoralists of Central Queensland. 
Representatives of the Society journeyed to Rolleston 
to select the site and later to conduct the unveiling 
ceremony. The Bauhinia Shire Council assisted ap-
preciably in the arrangements. 
Lectures. The addresses delivered and the papers 
read at the monthly meeting were as per list appended. 
Secretaryship. Mr. Firmin McKinnon resigned 
from the office of Hon. Secretary and Mr. A. Morrison 
was appointed in his stead. The Council is grateful to 
Mr. Allan A. Morrison, M.A., Lecturer in History at the 
University of Queensland, for his assistance in the 
office of Acting Hon. Secretary for a part of the year. 
Financial Summary. From the statement of re-
ceipts and disbursements for the year ended August 
31st, 1947, submitted by the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. W. 
CoUinson, and certified by the Hon. Auditor, Mr. Scott 
Mullin, Chartered Acct. (Aust.), as being in accordance 
with the Society's books of account, is given a sum-
mary as follows— 
General Fund: Balance September 1st 1946 
£66/8/3, receipts £153/5/5, disbursements 
£149/-/10, balance £70/12/10. 
Library Fund: Receipts £175/14/2, expendi-
ture £1/19/5, balance £173/14/9. 
Serocold Account: Balance September 1st, 1946 
£375/2/9, payments £348/15/11, balance 
£26/6/10. This balance has been donated by Mrs. 
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Winifred Coombe Tennant to the RoUeston 
Branch of the Central Highlands Division of the 
Queensland Country Women's Association. 
President's Comments on the Hon. Secretary's Report 
The past year has been a busy one for the Society. 
Not only has the regular succession of monthly papers 
been maintained, but special activities have been under-
taken and they are mentioned in the annual report. The 
opening of the Welsby Library by His Excellency the 
Governor, our Patron, was blessed by admirable 
weather and graced by a good attendance of members 
and friends. The festive character of the occasion was 
marked by the decorations, so admirably supervised by 
Mr. Laurie, by the refreshments made all the more at-
tractive by the care taken with the setting out by Miss 
Hinton and her helpers, who have already been 
thanked, but whom I take this present opportunity to 
felicitate again on the success of their kindly efforts. 
As for the Library itself, its readiness for the opening 
was due in large measure to the unflagging attentions 
of our Honorary Librarian, Mr. Austin, and again to 
Miss Hinton, to whom also we are indebted for the en-
gagement of the band, which had the merit, over and 
above its musical quality, of which I am not qualified 
to judge, of taking the younger generation to a dis-
tance from their elders when the latter were engaged 
in conversation or in listening to the speeches. 
In connection with the erection of the monument at 
Rolleston to Lieut. George Pearce-Serocold we had 
more helpers than it would be convenient to mention on 
this occasion, but special reference must be made to 
the valuable exploratory work of our Honorary Treas-
urer, Mr. CoUinson, who went up and picked the site, 
and to the dignified and efficient participation of the 
Honorary Secretary, Mr. Morrison, and our Vice-
president, Mr. Nixon, in the actual ceremony of unveil-
ing. The Society was indeed fortunate in having the 
expenses of this commemoration of a pastoral pioneer 
met by that pioneer's daughter, Mrs. Coombe Tennant, 
for we lack funds from which to execute a scheme ()f 
historical place-markings such as a society like this 
ought to undertake both for its own sake and in order 
to awaken in the rising generations some sense of the 
achievements of their fore-runners. May Mrs. Coombe 
'Tennant's example not remain without imitation. 
Mention of finance reminds us that the Society de-
rives by far the greater part of its income from the 
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subscrintions of mer^bers. The fee is kept low, at the 
same fip-ure that was fixed uron in 1913, when money 
was worth more than it is to-day, and that was done in 
the hope of attracting a large number of members and 
so spreading widely the civicall-"- precious interest in 
the Colony and State of Queensland, its development 
and vicissitudes and the nersons signally associated 
with them. Now, although we have about twice as 
many members as at the time when the Society was 
reorganised after the late Professor Cumbrae-Stewart 
ceased to be active in its affairs, and although we have 
the very great advantage of possessing headquarters 
in a most historic building on a glorious site, easily 
accessible yet removed from distracting city noises, the 
income from subscriptions by no means suffices for the 
proper execution of those tasks which have been ap-
proved by .ereneral meetings in the past as rightfully 
those of such an organisation as ours. For example, our 
museum exhibits are poorly displayed; we are unable 
to guarantee any regular dates for the appearance of 
that valuable Journal in which our proceedings are re-
corded for the information of students of Queensland 
history not only here but in other States and even in 
other lands. By the endeavours of the Library Com-
mittee we have been enabled to build up a fairly sub-
santial library reserve fund, but only by selling surplus 
books, a method which scarcely lends itself to continua-
tion. Yet we need funds for the enlargement and im-
provement of our collection, including the adequate dis-
play of the books we have other than those in the 
Welsby Library, and all the more so since the passing 
of the Oxley Memorial Library Act, which has trans-
formed that collection into an Australian instead of, as 
formerly, an almost exclusively Queensland one, so that 
our library now holds a unique place and should be built 
up to meet the responsibility that involves. 
Attendances at the regular monthly meetings have 
seldom been as large as the roll of members and the 
attractiveness of the papers warrant us in expecting, 
even though those meetings have been open to non-
members, some of whom have made most interesting 
contributions to our knowledge in the course of dis-
cussion. Your Council would welcome practical sugges-
tions for enlarging attendance. Admittedly the circula-
tion of our Bulletin has been appreciated and has 
helped to hold the Society together, but it is no real 
.substitute for the actual hearing of the proceedings. 
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In making that remark one is, no doubt, preaching to 
the converted only, but perhaps the members who do 
attend will be stimulated to encourage others to do so. 
It is my pleasant duty to tell you that your Council 
members have been admirably assiduous. 
There is one request I would make in connection 
with the volunteering of papers to be read before the 
Society. In addition to more of like nature to those we 
have been having lately, I should like to hear some deal-
ing with the history of particular industries or business 
enterprises, so that our records may carry the story of 
the material achievement of our people. If those pres-
ent feel stimulated to contribute in that way them-
selves, that will be excellent; if not, they may yet use 
their wide personal acquaintance to bring others for-
ward with records not to be got from newspapers or 
official documents but none the less important for that. 
As for the museum, may I be permitted to point out 
that, although, as has been said, we are deficient in our 
means of display now, it is unwise for us to neglect any 
opportunity that offers to acquire by gift or bequest 
material suitable for our collection. Quite apart from 
curiosities, there is a need, as yet unmet even in small 
degree, for period furniture suited to this house and its 
associations. We should show future generations how 
the past lived and in what surroundings. That remark 
extends even to such items as kitchen ware and 
utensils, hangings and the like. 
However, our main and continuing need is for the 
collection of MSS., portraits, sketches, photographs, 
maps, letters and diaries concerned with this land and 
its people. They always being lost, and when lost are 
irreplaceable. You by your good efforts can save them 
for the enrichment of our historical resources. Please 
use your influence in that cause. 
Finally, I must express my relief that we now again 
have a regular secretary and reiterate my thanks to 
Mr. Allan Morrison for his voluntary service in emer-
gency and to Mr. Firmin McKinnon for carrying on at 
personal inconvenience over a difficult period. It was 
most pleasing to have him subsequently show he was 
not slipping away from our circle, for he not only took 
part in discussions but contributed an interesting paper 
after he had begun a long-delayed holiday and shaken 
himself free from the interruptions of Sunday visitors 
to Newstead House. Thus we hope to retain all our 
good friends. 
